Curriculum Materials for Early Virtual Schooling Field Experience
(Note: This long version was implemented as a one credit independent study at a master level course. It contains 9 learning modules and 1 summarizing report.)
Learning Module 1

Welcome to CI 590B Virtual School Field Experience. Before you proceed further with the course, please download the CI 590B Activity Log. You will need to keep a log of all your time spent on activities relating to this course. Next, complete the survey on virtual schooling. You will NOT see a button to select CI 590, so just select Section 1 for this time. We will indicate that it is for CI 590B in general. 

In this first module please get familiarized with what virtual schooling (VS) is about. To do so, I have listed the two resources in your learning module. Please read the NEA Guide to Teaching Online Courses and the VHS "Day in the Life" to get a general idea.

Once you have done that, go to your respective blogs and reflect on the following:

1. In your opinion...What are some of the characteristics a VS teacher should have? 

2. In your opinion...What is the role(s) of an effective teacher? Does it change with VS? 

3. What role does technology play in the responsibilities of a VS teacher? 

4. At this point, what are your thoughts or concerns about VS? 

Web Links

NEA Guide to Teaching Online Courses http://www.nea.org/technology/images/onlineteachguide.pdf
Virtual High School “Day in the Life”

http://www.govhs.org/Pages/Welcome-Home
Learning Module 2

1. Read the NACOL article (pp. 1-19) to get an idea of common misconceptions and responsibilities of an online teacher. 

2. Go to Iowa Learning Online's WebCT and log in with your ID and password. You should be able to find your ID and password from the CI280 Syllabus. If you have problems with access, contact your supervisor. Lurk in the current unit to observe what students are doing and how the unit is set up. 

3. Write your thoughts and reflections about your observations in your blog. 

4. Go to Iowa Learning Online's WebCT and log in with your ID and password. Lurk in the current unit to observe what students are doing and how the unit is set up. Then go to the scheduled unit for November and get prepared for your task in November where you will be facilitating a group discussion. 

Web Link

NACOL: A National Primer on K-12 Online Learning
http://www.nacol.org/docs/national_report.pdf
Learning Module 3
1. Read the NACOL article (pp. 20-34) about the technology, evaluation, and legislative issues in online learning.. 

2. Read the general guidelines and etiquette from the CI280 Packet and be prepared for your introduction meeting with your cooperating teacher. Before you attend the meeting, make sure you have get technology ready. In most cases, you will need a laptop with certain software. If you are unable to get access to your hardware and software, inform your supervisor as soon as possible. In addition to that, check the date and time and be punctual. 

3. Go to Iowa Learning Online's WebCT and log in with your ID and password. Lurk in the current unit to observe what students are doing and how the unit is set up. This time, pay attention to the pedagogy, technology, and assessment surrounding the curriculum. 

4. Reflect on the reading and virtual observation, and write your thoughts on how similar or different virtual schooling is compared to traditional education in your reflective journal. 

Learning Module 4

For this week, you will be observing a virtual office hour. Before you attend the session, make sure you are prepared. Go through the following checklist to make sure you have everything ready before attending the session.

· Date, time, and location. Be punctual. 

· Technology: If you need a laptop but do not have one, check one out from CTLT. Make sure you have the necessary software. Some co-operating teachers like to use a chat software such as Skype to communicate with you while the office hour is in session in a different mode, e.g ICN. Don't forget to get your co-operating teacher's User ID so you can add him/her to your chat contact. 

When you have any questions regarding the pedagogy, technology, class management, etc, don't hesitate to ask your co-operating teacher, BUT be tactful! You are there as an observer, not an evaluator so don't be judgmental in your tone or way of asking.

Also, complete the following tasks:

· Read the report by Tucker (2007). 

· After you have completed the observation and weekly reading, go to your reflective journal and write your thoughts on the experience. Focus on the similarities and differences between online and traditional practices. Here are some questions to help your reflection: 

· What was the purpose of the office hour? What did the teacher use the session for? 

· How did the technology mediate the office hour session? 

· Did it change the dynamics of interactions between the teacher and students? 

· How is the office hour session different or similar to the way things are done in a traditional school setting? 

· What skills were most important in ensuring a smooth office hour? 

· What was one most important point that stood out to you in the Tucker (2007) report? 

Web Link

Tucker, B. (2007) Laboratories of reform: Virtual high schools and innovation in public education

http://www.educationsector.org/usr_doc/Virtual_Schools.pdf
Learning Module 5

For this week, you will be attending a regional lab at a school. Before you attend the session, make sure you are prepared. Go through the following checklist to make sure you have everything ready before attending the session.

· Date, time, and location. Be punctual. 

· Technology: You will need a digital camera and an audio recorder. If you do not have these items, make sure you check them out from CTLT ahead of time. 

When you have any questions regarding the pedagogy, technology, class management, etc, don't hesitate to ask your co-operating teacher, BUT be tactful! You are there as an observer, not an evaluator so don't be judgmental in your tone or way of asking.

During your attendance at the regional lab, observe and take notes on the following questions. You can talk to the VS teacher, local school site facilitator and/or students.

· Regional Labs 

· What are the purposes of regional labs? 

· How is it different from or similar to traditional labs? 

· How often do students attend these labs in a semester? 

· How are these regional labs organized? 

· Does the local site/school only host the regional lab for its own students or are there other students from different schools? If so, where are they from? 

· Why are they asked to attend the lab at this school? 

· How many other schools host regional labs? 

· What steps do students have to take at their own schools (e.g. scheduling, time table, etc) prior to attending the regional lab? 

· Observe how the VS teacher manages the lab. What preparations were done ahead of time? 

· Does the local site/school provide any assistance, e.g. a facilitator or a teacher to help with the lab? 

· Talk to the local site facilitator or student coach. Find out what his/her responsibilities are for the course in general as well as for the regional lab. 

After you have completed the observation and interviews, go to your reflective journal and write your thoughts on the experience. Focus on the similarities and differences between online and traditional practices. You can use the questions above to guide your reflection.

Learning Module 6
For the next 2 weeks, you will be following an assigned group of students in the current unit. Your task will be to facilitate the discussion and alert your co-operating teacher if you notice any concerns. Make sure you read through the lessons and be prepared for your task. At the end of the 2 weeks, you will be asked to grade the threaded discussion of your assigned group based on a given rubric (located under Tools and Resources in your observed VS course) and email the grades to your co-operating teacher. [More details about the grading task will be given in the next module.]

Continue to write your reflections in your reflective journal about your virtual experience. You can write about your reaction to online facilitation, teaching and learning, or any interesting aspects that stood out to you.

Learning Module 7

For this week, you will continue to follow your assigned group of students in the current unit. Your task will be to facilitate the discussion and alert your co-operating teacher if you notice any concerns. Make sure you read through the lessons and be prepared for your task. At the end of this week, you will be asked to grade the threaded discussion of your assigned group based on a given rubric (located under Tools and Resources in your observed VS course) and e-mail the grades to your co-operating teacher. 

Continue to write your reflections in your reflective journal about your virtual experience. For this reflection, focus on the assessment issue. For example:

· How is the assessment conducted for the course, i.e. are grades based on tests, quizzes, projects, etc? 

· Is cheating an issue in this course? Why or why not? 

· After grading the threaded discussion, do you think it is a good way to assess students' learning? Why or why not? 

· What other ways of assessment can you recommend for a teacher in a similar VS course? 

Learning Module 8

For this week, you will be looking at other VS courses. These demo courses allow you to take a peek at how other courses are offered. You don't need to go through all of them. Choose three or four demos in different content areas and explore them thoroughly. When you've completed your exploration, reflect on your observation in your reflective journal, e.g what was good, interesting, surprising, or concerning. You can also jot down your thoughts on what you might want to do for your future classroom. 

Florida Virtual Academy http://www.flva.org/education/grade.html
Florida Virtual School http://www.flvs.net/products_services/p_s_course_demos.php
K-12 http://www.k12.com/get_a_taste_of_k12/k12_lessons/index.html
Virtual High School http://www.govhs.org/Pages/Academics-DemoCourses
Learning Module 9

For this week, you will be looking at other VS courses and technology to support VS. In the first link, you will see two brief examples of VS (Japanese and Mathematics) in Queensland, Australia. http://media.helloqueensland.net.au/WM/teachingonline.wmv
You can also see other examples of VS through demos offered by VS institutions. You don't need to go through all of them. Choose three or four demos in different content areas and explore them thoroughly. When you've completed your exploration, reflect on your observation in your reflective journal.

Florida Virtual Academy http://www.flva.org/education/grade.html
Florida Virtual School http://www.flvs.net/products_services/p_s_course_demos.php
K-12 http://www.k12.com/get_a_taste_of_k12/k12_lessons/index.html
Virtual High School http://www.govhs.org/Pages/Academics-DemoCourses
Summarizing Report

This paper should be a one-page, single-spaced reflective piece about your CI 590B Virtual Schooling Field Experience. It should briefly summarize your experience by highlighting what you learned, what were the challenges you faced and what are your current thoughts about virtual schooling. Also, include the changes in your perceptions about virtual schooling. (You can look to your first reflective journal to see what your initial thoughts were.) This report must be posted in your reflective journal/blog by November 31, 2007.

